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by Steven Aucella
President

New century, new 
millennium—why not 
a new newsletter?  We 
hope you enjoy the 
new look.

In this issue, you 
will find a report on 
the dedication cer-
emony celebrating the 
listing of the Winslow 
House on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places.  This is quite 
an honor for us, and 
it is entirely due to the 
tireless efforts of Joan 
Scolponeti, Cynthia 
Krusell, Richard Mar-
tinez, and the late Bill 
and Beverley Thomas.

The House was 
actually placed on the 
Register one year ago 
today as I write this, on 
August 15, 2000.  Also 
in that week across 
the country, a public 
library, shoe shop, 
funeral parlor, theatre, 
electric light company 
sub-station, brewery, 
and a few schools and 
farms, as well as several 
historic districts and 
homes were also listed.  
Quite a roster.

By the time you 
read this, our 2001 
season will be nearly 
complete.  It has been 
an ambitious one, to 
be sure.  Resident 
Director Regina Por-

A word (or two) 
from the President

ter has put together 
a terrific schedule of 
workshops for chil-
dren and families, and 
we will expand this 
for next year to keep 
up with demand.  Feel 
free to submit your 
ideas for next season.

Our annual Coffee 
Series lectures con-
tinue to succeed in 
covering a lot of 
ground, from Linda 
Ashley’s ‘Touch of 
Scandal’ to Donna 
Curtin’s tavern trav-
els.  Karin Goldstein 
of Plimoth Plantation 
discussed new conclu-
sions regarding the old 
Winslow excavation 
site in her ‘Evening 
With’ lecture.  The 
Candlelight Tour and 
Arthur Beane’s Bus 
Trip are also well-
attended events that 
draw a great amount 
of interest from our 
members.  I haven’t 
even mentioned our 
season-ending Turkey 
Dinner yet.  If you 
haven’t purchased 
tickets, do it now.  
Call (781) 834-7194 
to make your reserva-
tions.

In short, our pro-
gram is a success, 
year in, year out.  We 
couldn’t do it without 
the help of you and

(continued on page 2)

Arthur and Mimi Beane draw applause from Steve Aucella and the audience after unveiling the 
National Register of Historic Places plaque during the dedication ceremony.

by Jonathan Ralton
Editor

Framed by a reverent invocation and 
benediction by Rev. Stephen Turrell 
of the First Congregational Church, 
a celebration marking the listing of 
the House on the National Register 
of Historic Places recalled past 
efforts and inspired visions for the 
future.  The ceremony was held 
at the House on the afternoon of 
Sunday, June 24th.

The National Register is the 
nation’s official list of buildings, 
districts, sites, structures, and 
objects which retain their histori-
cal character and are important to 
our local, state, or national history.  
The National Register was estab-
lished under the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and is 
administered in the Commonwealth 

by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission.

Accepted on August 15th last 
year, the House is the third National 
Historic Register site in Marshfield, 
explained Bob McCracken, Chairman 
of the Marshfield Historical 
Commission.  The first to address 
the audience, Bob spoke of the 
increasing importance of recognizing 
and preserving the town’s historical 
assets.  The same day, the Marshfield 
Historical Society held a special meet-
ing at the relocated Marcia Thomas 
House to discuss and vote on the issue 
of selling the Hatch Mill to alleviate 
the society’s financial burdens.

Fourth Plymouth District State 
Representative Frank Hynes was 
next to speak, foregoing the use of 
the microphone and “projecting as

(continued on page 4)

Ceremony marks the 
“Long Road to Here”
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(continued from page 1)
our volunteers.  Thank 
you!

This is an appro-
priate place for me to 
again thank Kay and 
Perry Thompson for 
their years of service 
and dedication to the 
Winslow House, and 
for their friendship.  
We miss them a great 
deal.

cessful so far, but we 
have a long way to go.  
Please contact David 
Mittell or Bill Riegel 
for more information.

That’s about all for 
now.  We hope you 
enjoy this issue and 
will look forward to 
future ones.

A word from the President
Did you know that 

the original Pilgrim 
congregation called 
themselves ‘Saints’ 
and others ‘Strangers?’  
Well, I did not.  That 
covers the historical 
content of this column 
for today.

Our endowment 
needs remain a con-
cern.  This important 
effort has been suc-

Name:
Allyson Twigg
Birthday:
July 20, 1986
Address:
531 Careswell St.
Occupation:
9th Grade Student, 
Marshfield High 
School
Family:
Mother, Father, Sister, 
2 Half-Brothers
Last Book Read:
A Night to Remember 
by Walter Lord
Last Movie Seen:
“Save the Last Dance”
What do you do at 
the House?
I help out at functions, 
clean up, watch the gift 
shop on Wednesdays 
and I’m learning to 
give tours.
What was your 
favorite event so far?
I liked helping out 
at Kids for Kites in 
August.  Someone 
from South Shore 
Kites came and let 
all of the kids make 
their own kites, then 
showed off some of 
his.  About twenty kids 
came.  I liked seeing all 

Volunteer	Snapshot
of them having 
fun.
What do you 
do during the 
school year?
This will be my 
first year in the 
high school.  
Homework, of 
course, baby-
sitting, and 
after school 
sports.  I play 
basketball and 
softball. I like 
to ski and ice skate.
Do you have a favor-
ite subject?
I like history; Ameri-
can history, world his-
tory, ancient history, 
any kind.  We studied 
ancient history last 
year, I enjoyed find-
ing out things like new 
inventions from the 
past.  I love everything 
historical, especially 
finding out what it was 
like to live back then.
What are your 
career aspirations?
I think I’d like to be 
an actress or a singer.  
I have been interested 
in acting; I plan on 
joining the drama 

club this year.  I love 
to sing; I have done 
chorus, and have been 
in a few productions 
through St. Christine’s 
Church including 
“Godspell”; I was in 
the ensemble.  I also 
did “Beauty and the 
Beast” and “Grease” 
with Kidspot.
I hear you’re work-
ing on something 
theatrical at the 
House as well?
Yes, Regina and I 
would like to put 
together a mummer’s 
play.  It’s a 12th or 
13th century play with 
a typical hero/villain 
story.  The hero, St. 
George, wants to 

marry the fair maiden, 
who is kidnapped by 
the Turkish knight.  
St. George travels over 
hill and dale, gets into 
duels, slays a dragon...  
He gets injured fight-
ing the Turkish knight 
and the cast asks if 

there is a doctor in the 
house.  An old quack 
comes out of the 
audience, spurns his 
concoction, and they 
both awaken.  Every-
one lives happily ever 
after.  It’s only about 
15 or 20 minutes long.  



be Dispossed of by my Executors 
aforesd the Improvement of 
The one half to their Mother as 
Afore Excepted whether Lying 
In Marshfield Pembrook Middle-
borough or Rutland or wheresoever 
Elce to be Equally Divided Between 
them the Land formerly Given to 
my Son John Winslow by Deed of 
Gift to be accounted as Part of his 
Divition & that my Son Edward 
to Have Proportionable to that & 
then to be Equally Divided In Con-
sideration whereof I herby Direct 
my Sons John Winslow & Edward 
Winslow to pay their Sister Elizabeth 
Marston” £200 “to be paid In Silver 
money Bills of this Province or Such 
Money as Shall be Passable in the 
Government at the time”

“I Do Hereby Appointe my 
aforesd wife Sarah Winslow & my 
Sons John Winslow & Edward 
Winslow Joynt Executors”

The witnesses were Joshua Soule, 
Pelatiah West, Samuel Weston and 
Nathaniel Fish, all of whom made 
oath to the will of “the Honble Isaac 
Winslow Esqr Late of Marshfield” 
on 6 April, 1739.

[8:28] The will was probated, 
at Scituate, on 6 April, 1739, and 
administration granted to “Ms 
Sarah Winslow . John Winslow 

[Plym. Co. Prob., 8:27] “Isaac Winslow 
of Marshfield” made his will, 24 May, 1736.  
Bequests were as follows:

To “my Son John Winslow my Seal Ring”
To “my Son Edward all my other Rings & my 

Sword or Rapier”
To “my sd Sons all my armes & wareing 

apparrel to be Equally Divided Between them.”
“I give my Books to be Equally Divided 

Between my Beloved wife Sarah Winslow & my 
sd Sons John Winslow & Edward Winslow To 
Each a Third part”

To “my sd Wife the use & Improvement of 
al My Moveable Estate within Doors & without 
Excepting my Quck Stock The one half of which 
I Dessier may be Sold Towards the payment of 
Debts & Charges The Other half I Give her the 
Improvement of together with the Other move-
able Estate before Mentioned Dureing her Natural 
Life with full Power to make such Dispossition 
Thereof to & among her Children as She may Se 
Cause I also Give to her . . . . The Improvement of 
one half of My Real Estate Except Such as I Shall 
Herin Dispose of or may be Disposed of by My 
Executors . . . . Dureing her Life”

To “my Daughter Penelope Warren wife to 
Mr James Warren of Plymouth That Peice or 
Percel of Salt meadow which he the sd James 
Warren has Improved for this Several years 
being about Twenty Acres besides what She hath 
already had”

To “my Daughter Elizabeth Marston The wife 
of Mr Benjamin Marston of Salem besides what 
She Hath aready Reced” £200, “to be paid her by 
my Sons John Winslow & Edward 
Winslow In Equal Proportion in 
Some Convenient Time after my 
Decease”

“I Do Herby Give full Power to 
my Executors Hereafter Named 
to Sell & Dispose of So Much 
of My Real Estate Either of the 
out Lands or of the Homestead 
of The upland or meadow as they 
Shall thinck most Convenient 
for the Payment of my Debts 
& for the Bring up my young-
est Son Edward In his Learning 
thro the Course of his Studdy at 
the Colledge til he has Taken his 
Second Degree”

To “my Sons John Winslow 
& Edward Winslow . . . . all my 
Houseing & Lands Not Herin 
Dispossed of & what Shall Not 
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The Will of Hon. Isaac Winslow
Esqr & Edward Winslow Gent 
Executors in the Same will named.”

[8:29] “An Inventory of the 
Real & Personal Estate of The 
Honble Isaac Winslow Esqr” was 
taken 16 May, 1739, by Edward 
Arnold, Kenelm Winslow and Jabez 
Whittemore.  “Servants” were val-
ued at £250.  The real estate, not 
described, was valued at £13510.  
The total amount of the inventory 
was £14807, IIs.

The inventory was sworn to 
by the three appraisers, Edward 
Arnold, “Kenelm Winslow Esqr” 
and “Mr Jabez Whittemore”, 16 
May, 1739.

On 27 July, 1739, the executors 
added to the inventory: “I pr Goold 
Buttons. I pr Silver Buckels . one 
Dozen Silver Jacket Buttons. The 
following Books viz. Goddolfine. 
Lex. Testementary.  Compleat 
attorney. Shepards abridgement. 
& the Doctr and Student”; but no 
value was stated, and, on the same 
day, “Madm Sarah Winslow & John 
Winslow Esqr and Mr Edward 
Winslow Executors” made oath to 
the inventory.

Source: The Mayflower Quarterly, 
The General Society of Mayflower 
Decendants

This small card is circa 1936 when the House 
was still open serving tea, lunch, and dinner.  The 
House was quite a popular spot to stop at during 
the summer for people on their way to the Cape.

A Piece of the Past
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(continued from page 1)
Daniel Webster 
would” to the audi-
ence filling both the 
tea room and barn.  
He presented an offi-
cial citation on behalf 
of the Massachusetts 
House of Represent-
atives recognizing the 
House’s listing on the 
National Register.

An associate of 
Plymouth and Norfolk 
District State Senator 

Rep. Frank Hynes presents an official citation commemorating the House’s listing on the National 
Register from the Massachusetts House of Representatives to Steve Aucella.

Robert Hedlund 
spoke next, remarking 
on the significance and 
necessity of preserving 
historical properties 
as an integral part of 
building community.  
He also presented 
a citation from the 
Massachusetts Senate.

Michael Maresco, 
Chairman of the 
Marshfield Board of 
Selectmen also offered 
congratulatory remarks 

Rosemary Martinez serves punch to an attendee during the 
reception after the ceremony.

prior to a musical inter-
lude by the Marshfield 
High School String 
Quartet, led by 
Candace Kniffen.

Past association 
president Richard 
Martinez recalled not 
only the efforts of 
the past five years to 
get the House on the 
National Register, 
but the efforts of the 

past eighty, starting 
with those of Edward 
Ford, John Gutterson, 
and Edgar Sherrill 
in a speech entitled 
“The Long Road to 
Here.”  Dick was on 
the application com-
mittee, along with 
Cynthia Krusell, Joan 

Scolponeti, and the 
late Bill and Beverley 
Thomas.  In addition 
to the committee’s 
steps to assemble the 
application, he high-
lighted some of the 
House’s most impres-
sive features.

Karin Goldstein of 

The National Register of Historic Places plaque, awarded by the 
United States Department of the Interior. The certificate from the Massachusetts Historical Commission on display at the ceremony.

Dedication celebrates five-year effort,
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The Marshfield High School String Quartet provided elegant music for the ceremony.

Arthur and Mimi Beane unveil the National Register of Historic Places Plaque that has since 
been placed on the front of the House.

Perry and Kay Thompson hold up their Mayflower Award after words from Regina Porter.

The plaque where it hangs today.

Rep. Frank Hynes spoke about the House’s special achievement.

Plimoth Plantation 
applied each of the cri-
terion for acceptance 
onto the National 
Register to the House 
in an address, after 
which Arthur and 
Mimi Beane unveiled 
the plaque.

This was not the 
only presentation of 
the afternoon.  Two of 
the Association’s most 
valuable members, 
Perry and Katharine 
Thompson, have 

decided to move to Bel 
Air, Maryland.  Perry 
was seen often around 
the House, making 
repairs and improve-
ments, and Kay a 
steadfast volunteer and 
board member.  They 
were presented with 
the Mayflower Award 
by the Association in 
recognition and appre-
ciation for their years 
of dedicated service 
and comradeship.  We 
wish them all the best.

recognizes two stalwart volunteers
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House featured in 
Antiques magazine
by jonathan ralton

Editor
Eagerly anticipated, 
the September issue 
of Antiques magazine 
has been printed.  The 
article was written 
by John Hermanson, 
an adjunct lecturer at 
Pine Manor College 
in Chestnut Hill and 
at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston.  
Mr. Hermanson was 
assisted by local his-
torian and Association 
1st Vice President 
Cynthia Krusell.

The article features 
exquisite photography 
of the winter kitchen, 
parlor, and hall cham-
ber, as well as the 
Titcomb chest on 
frame.  A very com-
prehensive story about 
the Winslows and 
their house includes 
the following excerpt, 
where Mr. Hermanson 
describes the begin-
nings of the restora-
tion:

“In 1919 three 
pioneer preservation-
ists—Edward C. Ford, 
John Gutterson, and 
Edgar B. Sherrill—
purchased the derelict 
Winslow house from 
Oscar Weston and 

deeded it to a newly 
created Historic 
Winslow House Asso-
ciation, which still 
administers it today.  
Weston had lived in 
the house and used 
the ell as a barn.  Fifty 
truckloads of manure 
had to be removed 
from the building, 
and there are still 
dents in the floor-
ing of the summer 
kitchen attributed to 
goats that were kept 
there.  Nonetheless, 
the benign neglect 
the Historic Winslow 
House had suffered 
meant that it had 
remained essentially 
untouched for more 
than a century.

Ford, Gutterson, 
and Sherrill hired 
John Baker to restore 
the house.  Though 
canons of restoration 
have changed since 
those early days, the 
work was exemplary 
for its time, and, 
except for not docu-
menting conditions as 
they were found and 
the changes that were 
made, the restoration 
of the 1920s is compa-
rable to the best being 
done today.”

by Joan Scolponeti
Secretary

The late Bill Thomas’ long-awaited 
book is now available, published 
by Heritage Books, and available 
through their web site  (www.
heritagebooks.com, Item #T1705) or 
at the gift shop.

Bill’s first book was about Orange 
County, Virginia history, published 
in 1971.  He was awarded a certifi-
cate of merit from the Association 
of State and Local History for 
Gordonsville, A Crossroad Town.

In 1989, Mr. Thomas returned 
from Virginia to Marshfield with his 
wife Beverley to become Resident 
Director of the House.  Some years 
before, he had been given the con-
tents of a trunk full of family papers 
comprising over 1,000 family let-
ters, receipts, deeds, manuscripts, 
and legal documents that revealed 

the history of the Thomas family.  
It is a story of the two unrelated 
Thomas families in Marshfield, one 
patriot and one Loyalist, who even-
tually were joined in marriage.  He 
had completed the Thomas story, A 
Destiny Apart, when he returned to 
Marshfield, but decided to adapt 
that book to include the Winslows 
who were close neighbors and 
friends of the Thomas family.  Dr. 
Isaac Winslow and Nathaniel Ray 
Thomas were called “remarkable 
high Tories” by one of their con-
temporaries, and this became the 
title of Bill’s Marshfield story.  The 
text is extensively annotated, and is 
complemented by several portraits 
and photographs of family homes.

His final work, he was assisted by 
his wife Beverley, his research assistant 
Jean Bouton, and several members of 
the Winslow House Association.

Bill Thomas’ Remarkable 
High Tories published

Have you ever thought about what you are going to 
pass on to posterity?  Not the estate you hope to pass on 
to your heirs, however small or great, but what you are 
going to pass on to your country.

Great monuments from our collective historic past 
are treasures which can unite all Americans regardless 
of what their national, ethnic, or religious backgrounds 
are.  But historic monuments are perishable.  They must 
be nurtured or they will die.

We are all called upon to be the stewards of America’s 
historic monuments, entrusted to pass these treasures 
on in better shape than they were passed on to us.  In 
this era when interest in history seems at a nadir when 
contemporary social problems dominate, it is all too easy 
to turn our attention to the present.  But if you are to 
respect the calls to be stewards, who will fill that role?

Make history live!
– Anonymous

Stewardship
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From	the	Hearth
by Regina Porter

Resident Director
To stew a pumpkin

“...slice them when ripe, and cut 
them into dice, and so fill a pot with 
them of two or three gallons, and stew 
them upon a gentle fire a whole day, 
and as they sink, they will fill again 
with fresh pompions, not putting any 
liquor to them.  When it is stewed 
enough, it will look like baked apples.

This they dish, putting batter to 
it, and a little vinegar, with some 
spice as ginger, etc., which makes it 
tart like an apple, and so serve it to 
be eaten with fish or flesh.”

Source: John Josselyn – 1660

Drying apples (or other 
fruit) for winter use

Peel, core, and slice the fruit and 
string on pieces of cotton string. 

Colonial housewives hung these 
strings from kitchen rafters to dry; 
a hot attic would be used as well.  
Depending on the weather, the 
slices should be dry in a fortnight 
(two weeks).

Store dried fruit in an air-tight 
container.  Keep cool and dry. 

Dried apples are delicious as is, 
or baked in a pie.  To do so, they 
should be soaked overnight in 
water.

Source: International Apple Institute

by Regina Porter
Resident Director

Colonists found themselves in a strange land with 
new plants, animals, and foods, many without 
English names.  Objects were often given short 
descriptive names, for example, a bird with blue 
feathers was a blue bird.  Other names using the 
same method were groundhog, flying squirrel, 
bed bug, and stinkweed.  Colonists also adopted 
foreign words.  From the Dutch we got yacht and 
coleslaw (Koosla meaning cabbage salad).  From 
the French, cafe, from the Spanish, alligator (el 
lagarto meaning lizard).

Colonists found it difficult to pronounce many 
Native American words, so they modified them.  
Arathkone became racoon, otcheck became 
woodchuck, and jonakin, jonny cakes.

Colonists also spoke in a language full of old 
world expressions; most have since been laid 
common (neglected).  You could go bogueing 
(walking), so you wouldn’t have barnished (grown 
fat), but you could have bargined (engaged in 
small talk) with your neighbor, but you certainly 
wouldn’t want to be an earwig (an insect said to 
crawl into ears, hence a gossip).

In 1783, Noah Webster observed that “Every 
state in America and almost every town in each 
state, has some peculiarities in pronunciation 
which are equally erroneous and disagreeable to 
its neighbors...”

Sources: The Birth of American English, Kenneth 
D. Hartsoe; The Many Hues of English, Mario Pel; 
The American Language, H. L. Mencken

English was 
Americanized

The Liberty Song
Words, John Dickinson; Music, William Boyce; Arrangement, Elie Siegmeister

Spring Clean-Up Day
Saturday, April 20, 2002

Save the date!

It’s not too early to start planning for next 
season. We’re looking forward to a banner year with 
even more of our well-received family programming 
including our new Spring Clean-Up Day.

Under the direction of Peter Krusell and Regina 
Porter, you and your family can work inside or 
out, getting the House ready for our May opening.  
Young and old can assist washing windows, dust-
ing, raking, and landscaping.
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 General Information
The Winslow House Association

P.O. Box 531, Marshfield, MA 02050-0531

info@winslowhouse.org
http://www.winslowhouse.org

Regina Porter
Resident Director, Isaac Winslow House

644 Careswell Street, Marshfield, MA 02050-5623
(781) 837-5753

Guided Tours
June 13th–October 6th, 2001
Wednesday–Sunday                                      11:00 AM–3:00 PM
Free (Members); $3/adult, $1/child (Non-Members)
Guided tours last about one hour.  Special appointments and group 
tours are arranged upon inquiry with the Resident Director.

Rentals
During the season the Winslow House’s Barn Room, Tea Room, and 
grounds are available for weddings, receptions, rehearsal dinners, parties, 
showers, and business meetings.  Our extensive kitchen facilities, his-
toric setting, and ample parking make the House an ideal location for 
your function.  Please direct inquiries to the Resident Director.

Gift Shop
Visit our gift shop to find books, colonial children’s toys, notepaper, 
mugs, pins, and other items related to the House, Daniel Webster, and 
Marshfield.

Directions
From Route 3 North or South, take Exit 11 onto Route 14 East.  After 
the Police Station, bear left at the fork onto Route 139 East.  Continue 
through intersection of Route 3A.  The House is 1.4 miles on the left at 
the intersection of Webster and Careswell Streets.

The Winslow House Association
P.O. Box 531
Marshfield, MA  02050-0531

Address Service Requested

Military Muster
Saturday, October 20th            11:00 AM–3:00 PM
Observe members of Her Majesty’s 1st Regiment of Foot 
Guards conduct military drills and exercise their arms.


